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- Go “Green-on-the-Green” -
August, the summer is slowly drawing to a close as
is the lawn bowling season for 2019. How quickly
the summer has evaporated into the ether of time!

“Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in
case you have to eat them.”

Editor

From the President’s Desk
Elly Warren – President 2019

Wow, has it been hot enough for everybody? It
sure has been for me. Three more weeks of
summer  and  then  we’ll  be  complaining  about  it
getting  colder  etc.  so,  let’s  enjoy  the  beautiful
sunny days that are left.

After  this  long  weekend  we’ll  be  bowling  in  the
afternoons again, so check your calendar and
schedule.

We’ll  be  putting  out  a  signup  sheet  for  the  in-
house tournament the first week of September.
Make sure to get your name on the list before
we have so many that we have to start a spares
list! You could miss out on the fun that way
although you are welcome to join us for pizza
and wings after the games even if you don’t play.
To mark our Go  “Green-on-the-Green”
campaign, all participants are encouraged to wear

 green on the tournament day.

So mark your calendar, TOURNAMENT
SEPTEMBER 28 wear green! The Pizza and Wings
party will be on, rain or shine!

Thank you to those of you who have agreed to serve
on the executive and the committees. It was touch
and go but we have a full slate which is great.

The AGM is on October 5th and it is important that
all members are present.

So, like I said before, enjoy the remainder of the
summer with lots of fun at lawn bowling and social
events!

Elly W.

Your Club’s Executive
Some of the things we discussed and acted upon
at your Club’s recent Board meeting;

· Paul will purchase a couple of umbrellas to
replace the (at least two) broken ones.

· Since it is late in the season and Mike
Spadafora* is really busy playing in lawn
bowling  tournaments,  we’ll  ask  him  to
come down in May or June of next year,
to hold  our  lawn  bowling  “clinic”

· We secured a secretary and vice president
for next year.

· We put the wheels in motion to change a
few items in the constitution.

· We now have a full slate of members
who have  agreed  to  serve  on  your  Club’s
Executive and to serve as Committee
Chairs. Thank you to all these members.
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The AGM is on October 5th and it is important that
all members are present.

So, like I said before, enjoy the remainder of the
summer with lots of fun at lawn bowling and social
events!

Elly W.

*Mike Spadafora is a highly skilled player and
a former member of your Club. For the 2019
season Mike is a member of the Niagara Falls
club, the Burlington club and the Welland club.
Due to time constraints he was unable to join
your Club this season. Throughout the season
Mike plays at 3 clubs three nights a week, in
numerous  “out  of  town”  tournaments  throughout
the area and in district play downs on the
weekends. Mike has been coaching for many
years and in the past has offered and conducted
clinics, at no charge, for your Club members,
one on one and in small groups, in the various
aspects of the Sport of Bowls.

Editor

Don’t  forget,  if you don’t  support  your  Club,
there  won’t  be  a  club  to  support.

Editor

September Schedule
Well, we made it through the hot summer month of
August so here is the bowling schedule for the
hot/less hot summer/fall month of September.

Day Period Start
Time

Approx.
End

Mondays Afternoons 1:30 5:00

Wednesdays Afternoons 1:30 5:00

Saturdays Afternoons 1:30 5:00

Please be at your Club a minimum of 15
minutes before the “Start Time”

You are welcome to print this page, cut out the little
chart and stick it on to your fridge to help remind
you when there is bowling.

There are two 8 end draws scheduled for Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays with tea served between
the draws on Saturdays only.

Remember, if you intend to bowl, please place your
name tag on the Draw Table as soon as you arrive
at your Club.

All bowling is subject to cancellation on
extremely short notice.

Committee Reports

Committee of the whole darn shooting match

Tales of the Tournaments

.

Do not forget the upcoming in-house tournament
scheduled for September 28th. Make sure to get
your name entered early for this fun event.

While you are at it, do not forget to support your
local tournament sponsors. No  wait,  there  aren’t
any! Well, support your Score Board sponsors.

Place holder for Tournament Secretary’s monthly
report. No wait,  there  isn’t one! Yikes, maybe in
October!!

Your Club’s Executive

Membership and Publicity

David K, Chair

Birthday Greetings
On behalf of the President, the executive
and the entire Club membership I would
like to extend Birthday Greetings to all
members who celebrated a birthday in May
2019. You know who  you  are,  we  don’t!
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Get Well Soon
For those of you who are ailing or are not in
the best of health as 2019 “rolls” along (lawn
bowling tie in) we hope that you are on the
mend and that you get well soon.

Here are a few more “relevant” medical terms to
help you feel better and further your understanding
of just what your doctor is talking about:

Rectum: Almost killed him
Red Blood Count: Dracula
Secretion: Hiding something
Seizure: Roman Emperor
Terminal Illness: Getting sick at the airport.

Membership Factoid, Factoid, Factoid…

Well, by the end of August, your  Club’s
membership was maintained at the level of 74
Active members, three Life Time and 6 Social
members.

This represents an increase over last year by 24.3%
which is a fantastic increase in membership for the
2019 season. Hopefully the trend will continue into
2020 and beyond to the point that your N.O.T.L.
Club will require a second green to accommodate
all its members. Can you imagine; two greens to
complain about!

The Commonwealth Lawn Bowling Club in
Edmonton, Alberta has four regulation sized greens.
Yikes, where would we put them all? Can you
imagine, 256 members all bowling at the same
time? Quadruple yikes!!

Grounds and Greens Keeper
Derek S., Chair

Place holder for the Grounds and Greens Keepers
committee’s monthly report. Once again there is
no report from the Grounds and Greens Keeper’s
committee.

Here are the Green surface temperature stats for the
month of August;

Readings
Taken Max.

Temp.
Min.

Temp.
Average
Temp.

9 79.1 33.4 52.8

Supplies and Social
Susanne V., Chair

Monthly BBQs
Remember, this month’s  Bar-B-Que, hosted by
Doug and Carol, is scheduled for Saturday,
August 31st and will be a pot-luck affair; you
don’t  want  to  miss  this  one.

Bar-B-Ques go ahead rain or shine!
Next month’s Bar-B-Que will be held on September
28th and will coincide with the September in-house
tournament.

Go “Green-on-the-Green”
The Garbage Lady

September will bring us autumn with shorter days
and cooler nights. But we are still Going Green on
the Green!
On Saturday September 21 there will be an
Electronics Recycling and BBQ event at
Simpson’s Pharmacy from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
You can drop off clothing and electronics
such as TVs, monitors, cell phones, audio
equipment, photocopiers, etc. All proceeds
from recycling and BBQ benefit Red Roof
Retreat, a charity that the Lawn Bowling
Club has supported in the past.
Simpson’s  Pharmacy  is  at  1882  Niagara  Stone
Road and they sponsored our June tournament.
On Saturday September 28 we will have our
second in house tournament. The theme will
be “Go  Green”  so  we  will  be  encouraging
participants to wear green. More details to
follow.
A disturbing story came out this past month.
Scientists were shocked at the number of micro
plastic particles found in samples of Arctic sea ice.
A study published in Science Advances concluded
that a large quantity of micro plastic fragments and
fibres are transported by winds into the Arctic
region, and then hitch a ride Earthward in
snowflakes.

G..L.

Remember, the environment, like life itself, is a
very fragile entity. You never know when part of
either will be lost forever and what, if any, impact
that we, as individuals, had in relation to that loss.
As you go about your daily lives try to be
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cognisant of the impact, positive or negative, that
you, as an individual, are having on the
environment and life in general, at that point in time.

Anonymous

Capital Improvement
Paul M., Chair

Apparently the Capital (Ottawa) has not improved;
it is still the same old, same old, perhaps in the next
election. And, there is nothing to report regarding
our Capital Improvement either, perhaps in the next
election.

Leagues and Tournaments

An Enthusiastic Lawn Bowling Fan

Ladies’ Frontier League
League Coordinator

The results for August 1st

Here are the results of today’s games. We played
two 12 end games.

There were 14 teams playing in Port Dalhousie.

Heather P., Carol W. and Pat G. had two losses.

Rose C., Jenny L. and Angela L. had a win and
a loss.

Elly W., Pat R. and Donna J. had a loss and a
win and, that win gave them last game high.

Elly

The results for August 8th

Two teams made it to Beamsville but never got to
bowl because of thunderstorms!

Back home they went.

It was the teams of Heather P. and Rose C. I
don't know who the vices and leads were.

Elly

The results for August 15th

Your Niagara-on-the-Lake Club hosted the Frontier
ladies today. There were 14 teams of which 3 were
from N.O.T.L.

Mary W., Heather Q. and Carol W. won 4th
place, Rose C., Jenny L. and Angela L. had a win
and a loss and Marguerite L., Suzanne V. and
Lynne G. had a loss and a win.

Elly

The results for August 22nd

Awesome photo supplied by; Marguerite L.

Today, there were 14 teams playing in Niagara
Falls. Three out of the four NOTL teams won two
games and were awarded prizes.

Marguerite L., Suzanne V. and Lynn G. took
second place over all. Rose C., Jenny L. and
Angela L. held on to third place and Elly W.,
Cheryl P. and Donna J. took fourth place out of
the 14 teams. The other N.O.T.L. team, who have
asked not to be identified, placed somewhere else
in the standings for the day.

A fantastic day for the teams from your Club!

The results for August 29
There were 12 teams playing at Glenridge.

Mary W., Pat G. and Heather Q. had two wins
and placed third.

Elly
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Niagara Senior Men’s League
League Coordinator

Well, as one would expect, there is still no report
from the secretive Niagara Senior Men’s League.
Hopefully in 2019 we will get regular input from
someone who represents our Club in this fast
paced and dynamic activity, I guess not. Once
again my hopes came crashing down like a set
of ten pins. Oops, wrong bowling, no wonder
there were no reports.

I would encourage all the “gentlemen” in the
club to consider joining a team and playing in
the Niagara  Senior  Men’s  League.

Editor

Friday League Open Pairs
Wayne J., League Coordinator

This  year’s  Friday  League  Open  Pairs
(F.L.O.P.’s)  competition  started  on  Friday  May
31st and ended on August 9th with only
three games to be made up. Competition
throughout the season was intense with all
teams vying for top honours! The final
games saw the team at the top of the table
change twice and indeed the champions were
determined by the final game.

Congratulations to all Competitors!
The league wind-up was held Friday, August 30th

at the residence of Martin and Heather Q. with 26
participants and spares turning out for a fantastic
pot luck dinner.

This  year’s  League  Champions  are George and
Mary W.

Congratulations George and Mary
I would like to thank all those members who came
out and played or spared, their efforts made the
Friday League Open Pairs a great success. The
other teams playing in the league in order of team
entry were;

Rory & Cathy McC. Ray & Heather P.

David & Joan K. Ron & Lynne G.

Doug & Nancy F. Elly W. & Jenny L.

Angela L. & Berkeley L. Doug & Carol W.

Dave & Jackie T. Martin & Heather Q.

I would also like to thank all those who came
out over the course of the season to cheer on
the competitors. Without your Club’s membership
participation the league would most certainly
have not been a success.

A special thank you to Martin and Heather Q.
who  opened  up  their  home  to  host  the  league’s
windup function and, what a fantastic “pot  luck”
function it was, well done Martin and Heather.

4-3-2-1
Jack H., Coordinator

4-3-2-1 is a fantastic non-combative “practice”
activity at your Club and 4-3-2-1 is in its 18th year
of continuous operation.

On a year by year basis 4-3-2-1 has maintained
an average of 10.7 members coming out on a
Tuesday evening to practice their draw game.
Let’s  see  if  we  can  increase  that  average
throughout 2019.

There is much to be learned by participating in 4-
3-2-1 on a regular basis and the prizes at the end of
the season are something to behold.

So, if you want to improve your draw, come out on
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. and get involved. New
players automatically start with a high handicap.

All members are welcome.

Tournaments

Mark your Calendars!
The second of the two Club In-house
Tournaments is scheduled for Saturday
September 28th and will coincide with the
September monthly Bar-B-Que.
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The date of the tournament is quickly approaching
so get your names in early for this fun activity.

Members in the News
And, this just in, some results from Open
Tournament play at other clubs in which members
of your Club participated.

In the “Wood Gundy/O.B.A.“ tournament played
at the Roselawn Lawn Bowling Club in Hamilton
on Tuesday, July 11th, Doug and Nancy F. won
the last game “High Aggregate”.

On Tuesday, July 16th, Doug and Nancy played
in  the  “Rastin's  Pharmacy/T.D. Meadowlands”
sponsored tournament at the AncasterLawn
Bowling Club, in the heart of Ancaster, and took
fourth place with the most high points out of the
four teams who won two games.

On Friday, July 26th, in an Open Triples tournament
at Beamsville sponsored by Tim Hortons, Roy R.,
Elly W. partnered with Marion McQueen of
Beamsville to win third place with two game high
points.

On Saturday, August 24th, at Port Dalhousie, a team
skipped by Elly W., together with Vice, Rose C.
and a lead from Port Dalhousie, Bob Rockefeller
placed second with three wins. They and were only
beaten out of first place by a team from Beamsville
with a higher overall score. The Last Game High
score win went to myself (Boris W) with partners
Paul and Marion McQueen from Beamsville.

Boris W.

Congratulations to all our members on their
achievements.

And thank you to “Cub  Reporter” Boris W. for
bringing this information to the attention of the
extensive staff of your “In-the-Ditch” newsletter.

Club Statistics

Who doesn’t like charts and graphs?

More fascinating information from those who like
to collect and record numbers and other sometimes,
at least in my mind, useful data!

August Play Statistics
Well, the weather in August was against us again,
it had a significant impact on the bowling. Here
thus are the stats for August, such as they are:

Jitneys Draws

Scheduled 11 19

Played 8 17

Games played this
Month

Pairs 17

Triples 37

Total 54

Average Bowlers per Draw in August

Monday Wednesday Saturday

Draw
#1

Draw
#2

Draw
#1

Draw
#2

Draw
#1

Draw
#2

29 0 12 6 23 10

And your monthly weather averages.

Additional Atmospheric Averages (A.A.A.)

Ambient
Temp.

Humidex
/Wind
Chill

Humidity
%

Wind
Speed

Wind
Gusts

U/V
Index

22.7 24.8 70.9 9.8 14.3 4.5



August 2019 Host Club of the 2011 Ontario Provincial Mixed Pairs Championship Page 7

Iron Person of the Green

Editorial Staff

Congratulations to August’s

“Iron Person of the Green”

Games played – 12, Bowls delivered – 306,

Weight of delivered bowls – 927.6 pounds

Well done Suzette
Remember, the more you play, the better your
chances of being recognized by the most coveted
title of: “Iron Person of the Green”!

“Keep to the Code”
Editorial Staff

And now for the continuation of the Ontario
Lawn  Bowling  Association  (“OLBA”) Code of
Conduct and Ethics as quoted directly from their
documentation; the next bit:

Application of this Code
Coaches
9. In addition to section 7 (above), coaches have
many additional responsibilities. The coach- athlete
relationship is a privileged one and plays a critical
role in the personal, sport, and athletic development
of the athlete. Coaches must understand and respect
the inherent power imbalance that exists in this
relationship and must be extremely careful not to
abuse it, consciously or unconsciously. Coaches
will:

a) Ensure a safe environment by selecting activities
and establishing controls that are suitable for the
age, experience, ability, and fitness level of the
involved athletes

b) Prepare athletes systematically and
progressively, using appropriate time frames and
monitoring physical and psychological adjustments
while refraining from using training methods or
techniques that may harm athletes

c) Avoid compromising the present and future
health of athletes by communicating and
cooperating with sport medicine professionals
in the diagnosis, treatment, and management
of athletes’  medical  and  psychological  treatments

d) Support the coaching staff of a training camp,
provincial team, or national team; should an athlete
qualify for participation with one of these programs

e) Provide athletes (and the parents/guardians of
minor athletes) with the information necessary to
be involved in the decisions that affect the athlete

f)  Act  in  the  best  interest  of  the  athlete’s
development as a whole person

g) Respect other coaches

h) Meet the highest standards of credentials,
integrity and suitability, including but not limited
to such considerations established by the OLBA’s
Screening Policy
i) Report any ongoing criminal investigation,
conviction, or existing bail conditions, including
those for violence, child pornography, or
possession, use, or sale of any illegal substance

j) Under no circumstances provide, promote, or
condone the use of drugs (other than properly
prescribed medications) or performance-
enhancing substances and, in the case of minors,
alcohol and/or tobacco

k) Respect athletes playing with other teams and,
in dealings with them, not encroach upon topics or
actions which are deemed to be within the realm of
'coaching', unless after first receiving approval
from the coaches who are responsible for the
athletes

l) Not engage in a sexual relationship with an
athlete under 18 years old, or an intimate or sexual
relationship with an athlete over the age of 18 if the
coach is in a position of power, trust, or authority
over the athlete

m) Recognize the power inherent in the position
of coach and respect and promote the rights of all
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participants in sport. This is accomplished by
establishing and following procedures for
confidentiality (right to privacy), informed
participation, and fair and reasonable treatment.
Coaches have a special responsibility to respect and
promote the rights of participants who are in a
vulnerable or dependent position and less able to
protect their own rights

n) Dress professionally, neatly, and inoffensively

o) Use inoffensive language, taking into account
the audience being addressed

Nope, not done yet so stay tuned for next month’s
continuation (I’m trying to stretch this out for the
entire season) of the very important, entertaining,
exciting and informative final episode of the;

“OLBA Code of Conduct and Ethics”

“Green” Speak
In the Ditch Staff

The “Broom”
Brooms, vacuum cleaners, brushes and the like are
not used during the game of lawn bowling! Nor are
other household and/or industrial cleaning items
such as; buckets, water, sponges, squeegees, etc.

When a player delivers their bowl, it is all up to
that individual player to get their bowl to stop
where the Skip wants, in other words; “you’re on
your own baby!”

The Skip may have bothered to indicate where they
want the bowl to stop or possibly what they would
like the bowl to accomplish. This may be indicated
either by mental telepathy, reverse osmosis, special
hand signals, yelling, or a combination of any the
foregoing or, other such method which is indeed
subject to interpretation by the individual bowler.

In preparation for the delivery of their bowl, the
player should allow for ambient temperature,
humidity, green conditions (hot or cold surface,
wet/dry, etc.), wind strength and direction, known
uneven surface locations, etc., all of which can have
an impact on the outcome of their shot.

While this has nothing whatsoever to do with
“The  Broom”  it  is  interesting  in  that  every  Skip

will demonstrate a different method of indicating
a specific shot. As some Skips can get quite
specific and demonstrative in calling a shot, this
can actually be an interesting and fun part of the
sport  and  can  be  referred  to  as  “Observe  your
Skip”,  a  game  within  a  game  so  to  speak.

So, why the “Broom”…I don’t know but if you read
this it got your attention.

Other Stuff

Editorial Staff

Lawn Bowling Trivia
From around the Lawn Bowling World

Guard
A Guard is a bowl played to a position that
restricts the opposition from getting to the target.
Can also be known as a "policeman", not really
as we all know that all the policemen (and
women) are at Tim Hortons having coffee. It
could be a
“guard” outside Buckingham Palace  although we
all know that they are far too stiff to lawn bowl
and probably think that it is a game for a sissy.
It is also known as a “Blocker” as in “to block” an
opponents bowl from getting to its intended
target,  see  “Target”.

Target A big round thing with a red dot
(bullseye) in the middle or; the thing that at
which you are aiming and sometimes actually
deliver the bowl towards,  see  “Jack”

Jack The Jack, is not my brother either. The Jack
is the small white (or yellow) spherical object that
is the target in the Sport of Bowls. You may also
hear it referred to colloquially as the "White",
(somewhat racist) the "Kitty" (contravenes animal
rights) or the "Sweetie" (could be considered sexist)
or other such derogatory terms.

Greenside Humour
From around the world

The magic of Bifocals
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An old man called Billy, who plays Lawn
Bowling with his pals each week, has just
purchased a new pair of glasses.

On the first end, he draws four touchers. His friends
are amazed. Again, on the 2nd and 3rd ends he
draws 4 touchers.

“Hey,  Billy”,  one  friend  asks,  “what’s  your
secret?  You’ve  never  bowled  so  well."

“Well guys, it’s these new bifocals. I see a small
jack and a big jack. I aim for the large one, and
the rest is history.”

A few perfect ends later, Billy needs to relieve
himself so off to the washroom he goes.

When he returns, his trousers are drenched.

"What happened, Billy?"

Billy,  in  confused  voice  says,  “I  reached  in and
looked down, I saw a big one and a little one. I
knew the big one wasn’t mine, so I put it back!”

Moments in History

Some excerpts from the NOTL Lawn Bowling
Club’s historical  archives  and minute book.

Wes Turner, Club Historian

Do any of these guys look familiar?

A local newspaper, The Times, had the following
items in 1898.

29  April  “All  interested  in  Lawn  Bowling  are
requested  to  meet  at  Frank  Walsh’s  Bowling
green on Tuesday, May 3rd, for the purpose of
forming a club. The favourite game of bowling
has again been resumed. Several have been
trying their hand this week. The bulk of the
playing will
be  done  this  season  on  Mr.  F.P.  Walsh’s  lawn,
which  is  in  splendid  shape.”

27 May, the paper reported the formation
of the “Merchants  Bowling  Club  with
headquartersatFrank Walsh’s new lawns.” The club had 32
“active  members”  and  elected  “Patron  and
Patroness, Mr. and Mrs. G. Fleischmann;
Hon. President, Dr. H. L. Anderson; President,
Mayor Best; Vice President, Captain Armstrong;
Secretary, F.P. Walsh; Skips, R. Reid, Dr.
Crysler,  T.F.  Best  and  R.  Wilkinson.”  It  reported
the result of a match on 24 May between
the President and the Vice President which
the former won by 19 points.

9 June 1898, the annual meeting was held at the
Oban House.

“Moved by Captain Anderson & second by W.S.
Lansing that a committee…arrange for grounds to
play on this season.”

See, even with the support of the town (the mayor
was the President) they still had problems getting
access to a bowling green; even back then!

Health and Safety
In the Ditch Safety Dept.

I have often wondered what is meant by “lightning
in  the  area”.  If  you  can  see  it  then  it  must  be  in
the area. If you can hear the thunder, is there
lightning in the area? If your local community is
under  a  “Severe  Thunderstorm Warning/Watch,
is there lightning in the area?

All bowling is contingent upon weather, so watch
out for hot/cold, humid/dry, rain/snow, icy (there

will be absolutely no skating permitted on the
green at any time) and other conditions where
individual health and safety could be at risk.

Remember, while you are on the green, an errant
bowl striking your foot or ankle could cause serious
damage or result in a stumble or fall.

Please be aware of what is going on around you.

In Closing
Well,  that  is  “it”  for the August 2019 version
of “In the Ditch”. See yah next month and
remember; your bowl is still in play if it goes
into the ditch after, as a delivered bowl, it
strikes the Jack  and,  “The more you put into
a “ditch” the more you can retrieve!” Isn’t  this
exciting stuff!
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Go “Green-on-the-Green”

In respect of the environment, only one copy of this
newsletter is printed for editing and filing purposes. No other

paper copies are printed.

Also, no new electrons were injured or destroyed in sending
you this newsletter. Here at “In-the-Ditch” H.Q. we only use

recycled electrons some of which have been donated by
members like you.


